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>>1234I have been crucified with Christ and I no 

longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

GALATIANS 2:20

The seven deadly sins is an old concept that has carried throughout history. 

While the there is no direct link to these sins as a concept in the bible, we 

can see through different parts of the bible where they are mentioned. 

Although our culture has changed substantially since the list of seven 

deadly sins were devised, there is no doubt that they are still prevalent 

today. With this in mind, these sins, just like every other sin, is rebellion 

against God. 

We are sinful. All of us. We all disobey God and do our own thing. A big 

part about this series is the two words that come before the sin... Life 

beyond. We know as Christians that if we trust in Jesus, he will take 

away our sins and make us new. We know that there is life beyond sin. 

That life comes from Jesus. So this term as we think about this more, 

          
 let us remember that Jesus gives us life beyond sin and that

          
          

        t
here is hope to overcome sin in our lives.  
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>>1234LIFE; BEYOND DEATH

GALATIANS 2:20

LIVING; BEYOND DEATH

TITUS 2:11-14

LIFE; BEYOND ANGER

GENESIS 4:1-16

LIFE; BEYOND ENVY

GENESIS 37:1-36

LIFE; BEYOND LUST

2 SAMUEL 11

LIFE; BEYOND GLUTTONY

AMOS 6:1-7

LIFE; BEYOND SLOTH

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

LIFE; BEYOND GREED

LUKE 19:1-10

LIFE; BEYOND PRIDE

GENESIS 2:15-17

GENESIS 3:1-19

GALATIANS 2:20

The seven deadly sins is an old concept that has carried throughout history. 

While the there is no direct link to these sins as a concept in the bible, we 

can see through different parts of the bible where they are mentioned. 

Although our culture has changed substantially since the list of seven 

deadly sins were devised, there is no doubt that they are still prevalent 

today. With this in mind, these sins, just like every other sin, is rebellion 

against God. 

We are sinful. All of us. We all disobey God and do our own thing. A big 

part about this series is the two words that come before the sin... Life 

beyond. We know as Christians that if we trust in Jesus, he will take 

away our sins and make us new. We know that there is life beyond sin. 

That life comes from Jesus. So this term as we think about this more, 

          
 let us remember that Jesus gives us life beyond sin and that

          
          

        t
here is hope to overcome sin in our lives.  
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As we think about this term, it is helpful to think about the metaphor of two 
trees. 

A dead tree and a living tree.

The dead tree represents our old life. It represents all the things that we 
used to do that led to death. It represents our idols, our sin, our rebellion 
and our old way to doing things. This dead tree, is a tree that represents the 
life of someone who does not follow Jesus. 

The living tree represents our new life in Jesus. When we come to trust 
in Jesus as our saviour and follow him, our life is like a living, breathing, 
fruitful tree. When we follow Jesus and live for him, our lives should bear 
fruit that is in the likeness of Jesus. This is the fruit of Spirit. When we trust 
in Jesus we are filled with the Spirit and when we are filled with the Spirit 
our lives show the ourworkings of a person who lives for Jesus. 

With this metaphor it is important to remember a few things. 

1. Jesus alone is the one who gave us our salvation. There is no way we can 
save ourselves from our sin or ‘plant’ the new tree. Salvation comes from 
the death of Jesus on a cross. 

2. The tree isn’t just a tree that produces one type of fruit. There isn’t just a 
Tree of Kindness or a Tree of Joy but all the fruits come from the one tree. 
Often we think of the fruits of the Spirit as seperate but the more we study 
God’s word, the more we see that they are in intwined together and come 
from the Spirit.

3. The two trees are like two choices in our lives. Sometimes we go back 
to the old tree and act like it can produce fruit (i.e we are lustful) and 
sometimes we go to the living tree and with the help of the Spirit, we 
produce fruit. Our challenge is to always go to the living tree and put to 
death the dead tree and stopping acting like it can produce fruit. 

With all this in mind, why not wrestle with this in your small group as you 
think about what it means for you. 

two Trees
Series metaphor
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>big idea Real life is about growing the loving character 
of Jesus, the sinful life is ugly and selfish. 
In Jesus’ death and resurrection we die to 
selfishness and rise to new life in Jesus’ Spirit. 

what does this passage say about the good life?

name a tv 
show that 
sells us the 
good life?

JEsus is greater than the good 
life because...

how do 
you know 
what the 
good life 
is?

read galatians 2:20
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If I was to rate my life out of ten. what would it be? 
what can i do to help this rating?

Myself My group

P
R

AY
W

h
ic

h
 p

a
s

s
a

g
e

 
in

 t
h

e
 b

ib
le

 
b

e
s

t 
d

e
s

c
r

ib
e

s
 

w
h

a
t 

G
o

d
 h

a
s

 
d

o
n

e
 t

o
 s

e
c

u
r

e
 

li
fe

 f
o

r
 u

s
?

D
E

FIN
ITIO

N

SAMPLE



>big idea Real life grows good fruit as we walk with Jesus 
by his Spirit; the sinful life grows bad fruit as 
we walk away from Jesus. Through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection we die to bad fruit and rise to 
the fruit of the Spirit.

read the following quote from the book ‘Death by 
living’ by n.d Wilson.

N.D Wilson suggests that death is a blessing 
from god, especially when we follow jesus. 
how do you feel about this?

N.D Wilson suggests that when we live, 
knowing that we will die, our lives will be 
more fulfilled. What do you think that means?

a fruitful life is a life that looks like Jesus 
and shows evidence of the fruit of the spirit. 
How is a fulfilled life and a fruitful life 
similar?

He (God) gives without ceasing. Even when we fell, when 
our first parents defied Him, the first he gave them was 
an end, mortality, a path to resurrection and the promise 
of a guide... and then he clothed them. 
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>>JESUS IS 

our sin

SAMPLE




